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Village News 
    Spring 2018. Issue 60 

www.westrainton.info            facebook.com/westraintonleamside 

Village 

Partnership 

Notice of AGM 

April 18th 7pm Arden House 

This year the Partnership needs a Chair and Treasurer. 

The Partnership publishes this newsletter, co-ordinates village groups, 

co-ordinates with Durham Council, holds the monthly craft fairs, plants 

flower tubs, organizes the village show, runs the website & Facebook 

page, keeps funds for groups, helps with grant applications and much, 

much more! 

Membership of the Partnership gives your group a voice when events are planned, a 

representation with the Council, advanced notice of funding opportunities and many 

chances to work with other groups in the Village. 

See page 4 and get yourself involved!  

How about we stop 

complaining and do 

some volunteering? 
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Regular Events Diary 

Monday Community Gym 9am to 12noon 

Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm 

Youth Club Mixed  Jubilee Hall 6.00 to 8pm 

Walk 4 Life (Short Walk) 1pm Jubilee Hall 

Tuesday Community Gym 9am to 12noon 

Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm ** 

Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm 

Brownies & Rainbows Jubilee Hall 5 to 6.20pm** 

Walk for Life (short guided walk ) Jubilee Hall 10am 

Local History Group 7.30 - 8.30pm Jubilee Hall (1st & 3rd in month) 

Local History Group 10 - 11am Jubilee Hall (2nd & 4th in month) 

Unity Choir 7pm to 9.15pm 

Wednesday Community Gym 9am to 12noon 

Wellbeing Club  10.00 to 1.00pm Jubilee Hall (Or for lunch only at 12noon) 

Pins and Needles Group in St Mary’s Church 10 to 11.30am 

Stop Smoking Service- Storehouse Pharmacy- 9am to 12noon 0800 772 0565 

Thursday Community Gym 9am to 12noon 

Breakfast Club at Arden House 9 to 11am 

Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm ** 

Green Group Jubilee Hall 7.30 - 9pm 1st week of month 

Junsui Shotokan Karate Club Jubilee Hall 6-7pm 

Friday Community Gym 9am to 12noon 

“Exercise for Life” 11 to 12noon Jubilee Hall 

Saturday Community Gym 9am to 12noon 

Pilates Jubilee hall 9.30 - 10.30am (Not when Art & Crafts Fayre is held) 

Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm 

Arts & Crafts Fayre Jubilee Hall 10 to 1pm, Last Saturday of month March to Nov 

Sunday Parish Communion Service at St Mary’s - normally 10.45am - see Church page as this 
sometimes is held at East Rainton or at 10am 

Cycle Club  at Recreation Ground, Adventure Lane 10.30. Bike/Helmets available. 
Long & Short routes 

** These groups take place in term time  

Keep up to date with the latest news and events! 

www.facebook.com/westraintonleamside 

Coffee Morning at Jubilee Hall Wednesday 18th April 10am- 1pm 
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APM Plumbing & Heating  14  Taylor’s Plumbing & Heating  12   

Durham Stonemasonry  
Tel: 0191 3860917 

or 

Mob. 07883 084361 

 

Restoration on old and new properties 

Stone or brick 

 

Specialist pointing 

Heads, Cills, Quoins etc  supplied and fitted 

Bespoke Fireplaces 

Memorial Stones 

 

Visit our web-site 

www.durhamstonemasonry.co.uk 

Ex-Cathedral Stonemasons 

Julie's Deli 

Sandwich & Delicatessen Shop 

Quality Fresh Sandwiches 
 

• Salad Bar 

• Breakfast Menu 

• Homemade Pies and Quiches 

• Jacket Potatoes with quality fillings 

• Confectionery and Cake Counter 

• Hot and Cold drinks 

• Paninis 
 

Orders welcome – Ready for collection 
Buffet Catering for all occasions 

 

Tel:- 0191 512 1690 

FUTURE EVENTS and DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Games Night Jubilee Hall Saturday 17th Feb 7.30pm 

Sunderland Youth Orchestra St Mary’s Church Saturday 24th February 6.30pm 

Silent Auction Jubilee Hall Saturday 3rd March 2-4pm 

Mother’s Day Ramble Rainton Meadows Sunday March 11th 11am 

Coffee Morning Jubilee Hall Wed 18th April 10-1pm 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

 
The AGM will take place at Arden House at 7pm 

On April 18th 

 

All groups within the village are entitled to put forward a representative 

for election to the Management Committee. 

To ask for details or a Nomination Form please contact the Partnership 

Secretary, Janine Ellison: wrlvpsec@gmail.com  

Membership of the Partnership gives your group a voice when events are planned, a 

representation with the Council, advanced notice of funding opportunities and many 

chances to work with other groups in the Village. 

This year the Partnership needs a Chair and Treasurer due to end of term- can 

you help? 



 Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com          Page 5 

APOLOGY: Your editor apologises for missing out the Brownies news from 

the last newsletter! This was an administration error totally our fault- it had 

been received in plenty of time as usual! 
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News from your Parish Council  
 

Youth Service in West Rainton secured by the Parish 
Council   

 

The Parish Council has agreed to provide £6000 to Durham Area Youth (DAY) to 
ensure that youth services continue to be provided in the village for 2018-19.   

In 2017, DAY - a Community Incorporated Organisation was set up by Trustees and 
other volunteers to provide youth services in West Rainton and neighbouring areas, 
after the withdrawal of DCC funding. 

The service has been funded this year from a Durham Area Action Partnership grant 
which will end in March. 

The funding agreed by the Parish Council will lead to an increase in the annual 
precept but protects youth services for a further 12 months and reflects feedback 
from the community about the importance of activities for our young people.     

Future of the Jubilee Hall 

 

At its’ December meeting, the Parish Council considered a report from West Rainton 
and Leamside Community Association (WRLCA), outlining proposals for the future of 
Jubilee Hall.  

The Parish Council acknowledges the importance of the Jubilee Hall as a community 
facility and has asked Durham County Council for more detailed information about 
their position.  

When this is received the Parish Council will look to set up a cross-interest group to 
examine options and consider next steps. 

Council Tax Precept still to be less than £1.00 a week in 2018/19  

 

At our January meeting, we considered a draft budget for next year. 

 A new aspect was the priority to support the Youth Service provision for 18/19 to 
ensure that the Youth Club will continue to provide ongoing activities for our young 
people and to help tackle resident’s concerns about anti-social behaviour.  

Funding has also been included to help deliver on other actions included in the Parish 
Plan to reflect community priorities.  

A key action in the Parish Plan was for the Community Association to lead on the 
development of initiatives to resolve the Community Association debt. This is critical 
to help secure external capital funding to enhance the Jubilee Hall.  

It is anticipated that the Parish Council will need to seek legal advice as discussions 
progress and provision has been made for this likely cost. 

With the priorities above, along with the importance of maintaining current services, 
and need to have sufficient reserves to meet the cost of any unexpected expenditure 
and funding pressures, the Parish Council has found it necessary to increase the 
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precept next year.  

The precept for West Rainton Parish Council, included in your annual Council Tax bill, 
will therefore rise next year from the 2017-18 amount of £37.92 (Band D Property) 
to £49.30 for the year 2018-19.  

Therefore, the precept for West Rainton Parish Council, included in your annual 
Council Tax bill, will rise next year but will, for example, remain below £1 per week 
for a Band D property. 

Full details of the Approved Budget for 2018/19 is available on our website. 

New Parish Councillors 

The Council has co-opted two new Members. They are Gary Storey and Anne Fisher.    

Dates of Next Parish Council Meetings 

The next meetings are Thursdays 15 February, 15 March, and 19 April.  All meetings 
are open to the public and start at 7.00 pm in Arden House. Agendas for meetings 
are published in advance on the Village Notice Boards and on our website.   

 

Cllr Iain Clifford, Chairman, West Rainton Parish Council 

http://westrainton.parish.durham.gov.uk/ 



Page 8    Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com 



 Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com          Page 9 



Page 10    Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com 

Storehouse Pharmacy 

Rainton Gate 

Telephone 0191 584 7586 

Free Prescription Collection Service 

Delivery can be arranged 

Private Consultation Room 

Help and advice with all prescriptions 

and medicines 

Toiletries-Cosmetics-Perfumes-Gifts 

 

Hours of business 

Monday - Friday 

8.15am-12.30pm   

1.30pm-6pm 

Seashells Health and Beauty 

3 Co-op Buildings, Rainton Gate 

Opening hours: 

Monday– Closed all day 

Tuesday to Friday 10am to 10pm 

Saturday 9am to 5pm 

Established 10 years 

Hairdressing & Barber facilities 

Sunbeds 

Special packages & Beauty Parties 

Special Offer throughout November! 

0191 584 5227 
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HAVE A HIGHLY EFFICIENT BOILER FITTED   

It saves you money in the long run !! 

All types of Bathrooms Fully Fitted 

Gas Safe Registered with 18 yrs. Experience 

Just give me a call ………….. 

Gary Taylor’s Plumbing & Heating Services 

0795 641 7488 

“Always pleased to Heat You!” 
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West Rainton and Leamside Community 
Association 

A generous grant from County Durham 
Community Foundation for equipment for the 
kitchen, some help towards running costs for 
the Jubilee Hall, and towards the costs of 

exercise and wellbeing activities in the Hall has come from their Enriching Later Life 
project. 

As a result we will be offering Free for February for Pilates (Saturday 9-
30 am) and Fit for Life (Friday 11am), and then reduced fees of only £1 a class for 
the rest of the year. 

The Wednesday morning Chit Chat Club (formerly called Wellbeing Club) has 
received a grant to enable it to continue providing low cost lunches. Anyone is 
welcome to attend the Club from 10am, to either have coffee and chat or to enjoy the 
art and craft activities, or just to come for lunch at 12. There is always a warm 
welcome from the members! 

Fundraising and social events planned  
Saturday 17

th
 February: Games Night, 7-30 to10-30pm, bar, supper available, raffle. 

£5 a table (max 6 people per table). Lots of games available or bring your own! Get 
together a team of friends and neighbours and get in touch to book a table! 

Saturday 3
rd

 March: Silent Auction 2pm to 4pm. Donations of unwanted gifts and 
other items welcomed. 

Wednesday 18
th
 April: Coffee morning with stalls, tombola, raffle, 10am to 1pm 

Details to follow for all via West Rainton Jubilee Hall Facebook page, Nextdoor, 
posters in the Hall and around the village. 

The Hall continues to be well used for a whole range of activities from ballroom 
dancing to karate, Brownies to children’s parties, and even a recent wedding 
reception. This is all made possible by the small team of volunteers, but we would 
welcome new people to the team if you have a few hours a week to spare. 

Jeff Morland, Chairman. 

Letter from a Village Resident: 
“Hi, Once again, a huge thank you to everyone involved in putting this newsletter 
together. 

My husband and I read it as soon as it hits the floor through the letterbox - this time 
we have it by email, even better! My husband isn't in good health and I have a full-
time job so we don't get much opportunity to help or join in with any of the various 
activities taking place - but this newsletter keeps us involved and makes us feel part 
of things. 

I love living in West Rainton. Thank  you all.” 

 Christine Stobbart (and Rob Stobbart), 
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West Rainton Green Group 
Review of Clean-up Team’s Activities in 2017 

The aim of the Clean-up Team is to minimise the impact of litter on our local 

environment, which we have been attempting to do since the Green Group was 

formed in 2003. In 2017 the team collected over 90 bags of litter from public open 

space, road verges and footpaths in and around the village, a proportion of which we 

were able to recycle. Many fly-tipped objects were also assembled in piles at the 

road verge for subsequent removal by Durham County Council’s ‘Clean and Green’ 

Team. You name it, we’ve picked it up. In addition 10 large-scale incidents of fly-

tipping were reported to the Council. 

Once again last year we worked with other organisations and environmental 

programmes as described in the following examples: 

• In April we were one of many litter-

picking teams across the county which took 

part in the ‘Big Spring Clean’, an event 

coordinated by Durham County Council and 

Litterfree Durham. 

• In July we held an event a couple of 

days before the judging of ‘Beautiful Durham 

2017’ (the garden and environmental competition), to remove litter from the 

village. 

• In October we were pleased to take part in a village litter-pick, one of several 

activities in ‘Pride in Our Village Day’ organised by the Parish Council. 

• We’ve been working with Network Rail again in 2017 to reduce litter on the 

dismantled Leamside railway line; in turn their Infrastructure staff have been 

quick to remove fly-tipping from the line when we have alerted them to it. 

Much of the litter we collect is plastic, having been blown by the wind to the spot at 

which it is picked up by the Clean-up Team. 

While it is difficult to stop litter being dropped in 

the first place, we can at least reflect that we’ve 

prevented it travelling any further. A case of 

‘thinking globally, acting locally’ as the phrase 

goes. 

You can be assured of a warm welcome if you’d 

like to join one of our team events in 2018; these 

normally take place on a Saturday morning. 

Further details from Richard Hockin on 0191 584 3110 
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Thank you, once again, to the team of volunteers who deliver this newsletter in 

all weathers to 1,200 homes and businesses in the village! 

 

If you would like the newsletter in large print (A4) or via email (pdf file) then 

please drop an email to wrlvpeditor@gmail.com 



 Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com          Page 17 

Playground updates Winter 2018 
 

It was with dismay that the Playground committee received reports of damage to the 

Adventure Playground caused by quads and motorbikes. Local residents described a 

red agricultural quad as the main cause of the damage to the village facilities driven 

by two adults and four teenage males.  The same individuals have also been spotted 

on a yellow trail bike, a black mini motorbike and a yellow mini quad.  If anyone has 

information about these individuals we urge folk to telephone the local beat officer 

PC Stephen Waddington on 101.  

We contacted Durham County Council as soon as the issue was identified and they 

responded by installing a wooden fence at the bottom of the field where the quads 

were entering off the railway tracks.  Cllrs David Hall and Cllrs Bill Kellett have been 

most helpful regarding this matter and they have confirmed that a metal fence will be 

installed shortly. This will hopefully lead to a lasting solution. 

Some good news with regards the installation of the junior playground on the 

Recreational ground next to the village Post Office.  After consultation with West 

Rainton Primary School the children and their parents picked the final 

design.  Installation of the new equipment is scheduled to start in February.  This will 

ensure that the youngest members of the community will have the latest safety 

equipment which should last for 25 years.  

Playscheme Group Chair 

Sunderland Youth Orchestra 

Saturday 24th February 6.30pm 

St Mary’s Church 

Tickets £5 on the door to include drink. Under 18’s free. 
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Lots happening at Rainton Meadows! 

Further details on all events at www.durhamwt.com or 
0191 584 3112 

Love Birds 

• Date and time – Wednesday 14
th
 February 2018 10.30am 

• Brief description – Especially for valentine’s day we will be leading a guided walk of 
Rainton Meadows, talking about our wetlands and their feathered inhabitants.  
• Cost – Free, booking in advance is required.  

An Introduction to Durham Wildlife Trust 
Date and time – Saturday 24

th
 February 2018 10am 

• Brief description – Designed for new members of DWT or those who have been 
members for a while and would like to learn more, take a tour of the site with Trust 
staff and gain a privileged insight into our work. 
• Cost – Free for Members of DWT, advance booking is required. 

Mother’s Day Ramble 

• Date and time – Sunday 11
th
 March 2018 11am 

• Brief description – Mums and their guests are invited to Rainton Meadows to enjoy 
a stroll around the reserve for Mother’s Day. Our guide will introduce you to our herd 
of Exmoor ponies on the reserve and their 24/7 conservation work. 
• Cost – Free for Mums, guests are asked to make a donation, please book your 
place in advance. 
 

Wildlife Watch  
Date and time – Saturday 17

th
 March 2018 10.30am 

• Brief description – A morning of fun, learning and exploration. Our kids club meets 
monthly at Rainton Meadows, with a different wildlife theme each month it’s the 
perfect way to get the kids outside and enthusiastic about nature. 
• Cost – £3 per child, free for child members, please book in advance. 

Guided Pony Pootle 

Date and time – Saturday 31st March 2018, 11am 
• Brief description – Native ponies play a vital role in our conservation efforts across 
our Nature Reserves. While our herd are all on site at Rainton Meadows, join our 
wardens for a ramble and hear firsthand about the difference these four legged 
volunteers are making to wildlife across the North East. 
• Cost – Free, donations to our Pony fund are welcome. 

Rainton Meadows Nature Reserve, Houghton-le-Spring, DH4 6PU 
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RING OR TEXT 

07977 442438 
AIRPORT RUNS: £30 SINGLE JOURNEY, £50 RETURN 

PET FRIENDLY 

UNSOCIABLE HOURS WORK UNDERTAKEN 

CONTRACTS 

SHOPPING TRIPS 

OAP DISCOUNTS 

TEXT-A-TAXI 

CALL: 07977 442438 

Please support our advertisers! 

The advertisers in this magazine pay for its total 

production. 

Please support them and tell them that you saw their 

advertisement in the Village News. 

The Village News is edited and 

compiled by a team of volunteers 

from the Village Partnership. 

It is free of charge to every home in 

the Parish. 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Local businesses can reach every home in the Village! 

There are 3 different sizes available (see below for rates) 

Send your advertisement to the editor by email-  wrlvpeditor@gmail.com. as a .jpg or .pdf 

file and it will be printed as submitted. Bear in mind that printing is in monochrome. Your 

advertisement will be kept on file and printed automatically in each Newsletter unless you 

tell us otherwise. If your advertisement is not received in time, or goes out of date, it cannot, 

unfortunately, be printed in that edition. You will be invoiced after publication and payment is 

due within 14 days of the invoice. Newsletters are delivered in February, May, August and 

November. Copy deadlines are below. We also offer a design service for your advertisement– 

email the above address for rates and further details. 

Advertisement Rates (Normal Monochrome Newsletter) 

Full page: £45   Half page: £25  Quarter page: £15 

 2017/ 18 Village Newsletter Publication Dates 

 Copy deadline Distribution 

Summer 25th April 2018 Early May 2018 

Autumn 25th July 2018 Early August 2018 

Winter 25th October 2018 Early November 2018 

Disclaimers: 

Readers are reminded that all contributions are written and submitted by the village 

groups themselves. The Village Partnership does not accept responsibility for views 

expressed except where the Partnership itself is credited.  

Inclusion of advertisements is a purely commercial relationship and not an 

endorsement by The Partnership. You should establish advertiser’s credentials 

yourself and seek references if appropriate as you would with any tradesperson. 

Contact Details: 
Parish Council:   westraintonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Community Association:  www.westraintonjubileehall.org.uk 

Village Partnership: wrlvpsec@gmail.com 
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The Village Show- September 15th 2018 

Advanced notice of classes- page 4! 
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School Report continues on  inside back cover! 


