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Village News 
     Spring 2017  Issue 56 

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU! 

The Parish 

Council Needs 

You! 
 

On Thursday 4th 

May the 4-yearly 

elections will take 

place for 11 Parish 

Councillors 

It’s important that the Parish 

Council is made up of people 

who can best represent your 

views and those of the 

community as a whole when it 

makes decisions.  A 

contested election is the best 

way of doing this. 

Help your community! See 

page 7 to see how you can 

put yourself forward and 

really make a difference! 

The Village 

Partnership 

Needs You! 
 

At the AGM on 26th 

April we need to find 

a Chair, Vice-Chair 

and Secretary 

The Partnership produces this 

newsletter, organizes the 

Village Show and the Art, Craft 

& Green Market, places flower 

tubs around the village and 

enables village groups to 

apply for and handle grants. It 

will cease to function if these 

positions cannot be filled. 

Are there any volunteers in our 

midst? For enquiries ring 

Allison King 512 0164 or email 

wrlvpeditor@gmail.com 

Are you one of those people who sit at home and complain? 

Ever thought of actually becoming involved in your community? 

Now is your chance to actually make a difference and become 
someone who contributes to the life of our community 
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Regular Events Diary 

Monday Community Gym 9am to 3pm 

Moky HIIT Jubilee Hall 9.30- 10am 

Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm 

Youth Club Mixed  Jubilee Hall 6.00 to 8pm 

Tuesday Community Gym 9am to 3pm 

Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm ** 

Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm 

Brownies & Rainbows Jubilee Hall 5 to 6.20pm** 

Walk for Life (short guided walk ) Jubilee Hall 10am 

Mokyfit Jubilee Hall 6.30 to 7.30pm     Moky Core Jubilee Hall 7.30 - 7.45pm 

Local History Group 7.30 - 8.30pm Jubilee Hall (1st & 3rd in month) 

Local History Group 10 - 11am Jubilee Hall (2nd & 4th in month) 

Wednesday Community Gym 9am to 3pm 

Moky Kids Jubilee hall 4.30 - 5.15pm 

Mokyfit Jubilee Hall 6.30 - 7.30pm & Moky Core 7.30 - 7.45pm 

Jubilee & Wellbeing Club  9.00 to 1.00pm Jubilee Hall 

Pins and Needles Group in St Mary’s Church 10 to 11.30am 

Stop Smoking Service- Storehouse Pharmacy- 2.30 to 5.30pm 0800 772 0565 

Thursday Community Gym 9am to 3pm 

Breakfast Club at Arden House 9 to 11am 

Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm ** 

Citizen’s Advice Jubilee Hall 12.30 to 1.30pm (1st & 3rd Thursday each month) 

Green Group Jubilee Hall 7 - 9pm 1st week of month 

Moky HIIT Jubilee Hall 9.30 - 10am 

Friday Community Gym 9am to 3pm 

Mokyfit Jubilee Hall 7.00 - 8.00pm & Moky Core 8.00 - 8.15pm 

Entertainment at Jubilee Hall 7pm to 11pm - see posters & CA pages 

Saturday Community Gym 9am to 3pm 

Moky HIIT Jubilee Hall 8.45 - 9.15am 

Pilates Jubilee hall 9.30 - 10.30am (Not when Art & Crafts Fayre is held) 

Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm 

Arts & Crafts Fayre Jubilee Hall 10 to 1pm, Last Saturday of month March to Nov 

Sunday Parish Communion Service at St Mary’s - normally 10.45am - see Church page as this 
sometimes is held at East Rainton or at 10am 

Cycle Club  at Recreation Ground, Adventure Lane 10.30. Bike/Helmets available. 
Long & Short routes 

** These groups take place in term time  

West Rainton FC Top The Table! See Back Cover 
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RING OR TEXT 

07977 442438 
AIRPORT RUNS: £30 SINGLE JOURNEY, £50 RETURN 

PET FRIENDLY 

UNSOCIABLE HOURS WORK UNDERTAKEN 

CONTRACTS 

SHOPPING TRIPS 

OAP DISCOUNTS 

TEXT-A-TAXI 

CALL: 07977 442438 

FUTURE EVENTS and DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Community Consultation Monday 20 Feb Jubilee Hall 3.30pm 

Café Church Sunday 30 April St Mary’s Church 10-45am 

Alan Smith Cup Final Friday 5th May Soccarena, Belmont 7.30pm 

The Big Lunch Sunday 4 June Churchyard 1pm 

Village Show Saturday 16 Sept Jubilee Hall  
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West Rainton Primary School’s 90th year of 
service 

2017 marks our village school’s 90th birthday 

and we have special plans for celebration and 

memory events to come in the summer.  

We are very aware that there are many families 

in the village who will form four generations of 

West Rainton pupils and we  would love to collect old photographs, 

examples of work, report cards etc to build a real memory sharing event in 

July. Please help us out by sending in any items that would contribute to 

building the big picture of our school’s heritage. We are copying and 

returning items as quickly as we get them to ensure your treasured 

possessions are well cared for. Alternatively you can email digital copies of 

photos and documents to a.mcdonough101@durhamlearning.net  (please 

mark the subject box as ‘90th BIRTHDAY’) 

We are also looking for ex-teachers and pupils to come into school and 

give us some interesting anecdotes to create a recorded potted history. If 

you are able to help us then please get in touch on 0191 5843805 

Please look out for news in the summer of dates for our birthday 

celebrations. This is your village school and we want the entire community 

to come and share in this momentous occasion 

Do you feel equipped to monitor and support your child’s e-safety? 
 

One of the biggest challenges facing parents and family members of today 

is keeping up to speed with children’s online activity. It is very easy (and 

common) to quickly feel left behind. The e-safety page on our school 

website offers a constantly updating newsfeed called parent info which 

puts the power of e-safety back in your hands. Please use our website, 

whether you are parents of current pupils or not, to access this valuable 

resource. http://westrainton.itss-durham.org.uk/ 
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Christmas productions are another 
huge hit 

History was made in December 2016 when 

our nursery pupils took part in their very first 

nativity play. ‘Shine star, shine’ was very 

professionally performed by our 3, 4 and 5 

year olds and naturally, there wasn’t a dry 

eye in 

the house.  

Key Stage 1 pupils performed a nativity 

hoedown in ‘Prickly Hay’ and a team of 70 Key 

Stage 2 pupils 

put on a sell-

out show of 

‘Grease’. Yet 

again, we 

received fantastic comments about the quality of 

the performances across all age phases. What a 

school full of talent we have!  

County Councillors Fund Road Safety Improvements on School Avenue.  

County Councillors Bill Kellett and David Hall have been responding to concerns 
about the parking and speed of vehicles travelling in the vicinity of the school.  
Following the introduction of part time advisory 20mph speed signage at other 
schools across the County as part of a public health initiative a similar approach was 
chosen as the preferred option for West Rainton Primary. David and Bill ring-fenced 
significant resources for this project due to its importance to local residents and now 
will be funding the whole of this project out of their Neighbourhood Budgets. 

Signs and flashing light units will be installed on the roads approaching the school to 
operate at school times. A kerbed build-out will also be introduced opposite the 
entrance to the school which will assist in formalising the parking and provide a 
pronounced crossing position offering improved visibility of and for pedestrians. 

The physical works on site will be accompanied by a marketing and education 
campaign which comprises road safety presentations within the school delivered by 
Durham County Council’s Road Safety Team, information leaflets for parents/carers 
and publicity of the scheme aimed at taking the message to wider community. 

The expected delivery date of this project is March/April 2017. 

Cllr David Hall 

Phone:  03000 268 716  

 dhall@durham.gov.uk  

Cllr Bill Kellett 

Phone:  03000 268 715  

bill.kellett@durham.gov.uk  

mailto:dhall@durham.gov.uk
mailto:bill.kellett@durham.gov.uk
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Parish Council News 
 

Council Tax Precept 2017/18 – No Increase 

At our January meeting, we considered a draft budget for next year. This reflected 

our priority to improve the annual maintenance of the cemetery. We have also been 

able to fund all grant applications received from community groups, including a 

significant contribution to the West Rainton Youth Group following a review and 

reduction in Youth Service Provision by Durham County Council (DCC). The budget 

also includes the cost of a Parish Council Election, organised by DCC in May. 

Despite these budget pressures we are pleased to tell you that due to improved 

budget management there will again be no increase in the Parish Council precept 

element of your council tax bill as a result of our spending plans for next year. 

Cemetery – headstone inspections to be carried out soon 

As what is known as a burial authority, the Parish Council needs to meet Health and 

Safety legal requirements affecting the cemetery.  A key part of this responsibility is 

to make sure that memorial headstones are safe. We do this by appointing a suitably 

qualified contractor to carry out periodic inspections and testing.We plan to have this 

work take place early in March. 

Any memorial headstone failing to meet the required standard will be highlighted with 

warning tape. A notice will be displayed advising the owner of the next steps as it is 

their responsibility to maintain the headstone and ensure it is permanently safe. 

We know from feedback that cemetery maintenance is a concern. Parish Council 

recognise this and inspection of headstones is an essential part of our planned 

approach to improvements.  

To keep our cemetery records right up to date, it would be helpful if anyone regularly 

tending graves could get in touch with Graeme Keedy, our Project Officer to confirm 

grave owner contact details. If you can help or have any queries about the cemetery, 

please email the Parish Council: westraintonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk or call 

Graeme on 0794 120 4118.      

Parish Plan Update 

The community consultation exercise to inform the development of the Parish Plan is 

nearing completion. Three different surveys were issued aimed at adult residents, 

young people and the business community. These are now all closed. Thanks to all 

who took part and /or helped with the promotion. 

To feedback on what the community said in response to questions asked by the 

Steering Group, the Parish Council would like to invite you to attend a community 

consultation drop in session.  
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This is to be held on Monday 20 February in the Jubilee Hall between 3.30pm and 

6.30pm. Please pop in to meet the team from Durham Community Action who will 

outline the key findings and listen to any suggestions you may have on how to 

address the issues raised. 

The next meetings of the Steering Group will take place on Wednesdays 8 February 

and 8 March at 7.00pm at Arden House. All are welcome to join the group and help 

inform the plan. 

Parish Council Elections – Thursday 4 May  

The four - yearly Parish Council Election will take place on Thursday 4 May 2017, 

together with the DCC elections. There are 11 parish councillor positions to be filled. 

At the last election in 2013, less than 11 candidates stood. As a result all candidates 

were elected to office unopposed and the resultant vacancies could be filled through 

co-option. 

Throughout the last four years some councillors have resigned and others appointed.  

Some were appointed as a result of a by-election, but most were appointed following 

a co-option process where the existing parish councillors decided who should be 

appointed.  

The Parish Council is funded through public money, primarily from the Parish Council 

Precept collected as part of your annual Council Tax Bill by Durham County Council.  

It’s therefore important that the Parish Council is made up of people who can best 

represent your views and those of the community as a whole when it makes 

decisions. A contested election with more than 11 candidates standing ensures that 

the electors have the choice of who those representatives are.  

If you are interested in standing for election and would like to know what’s involved in 

being a parish councillor, click on the link below to the County Durham Association of 

Local Council’s (CDALC) Website or alternatively contact the Parish Clerk. 

http://www.cdalc.info/get-involved/become-a-councillor/ 

Further information about the May elections will be posted on both the Parish Council 

and DCC’s websites and Village Notices Boards nearer the time. 

Date of Next Parish Council Meetings 

The next meetings are Thursdays 16 February, 16 March, and 20 April.  All meetings 

are open to the public and start at 7.30pm in Arden House. Agenda’s for meetings 

are published in advance on the Village Notice Boards and on our website.   

Cllr Avril Wallage, Chair, West Rainton Parish Council 
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Durham Stonemasonry  
Tel: 0191 3860917 

or 

Mob. 07883 084361 

 

Restoration on old and new properties 

Stone or brick 

 

Specialist pointing 

Heads, Cills, Quoins etc  supplied and fitted 

Bespoke Fireplaces 

Memorial Stones 

 

Visit our web-site 

www.durhamstonemasonry.co.uk 

Ex-Cathedral Stonemasons 

Julie's Deli 

Sandwich & Delicatessen Shop 

Quality Fresh Sandwiches 
 

 Salad Bar 

 Breakfast Menu 

 Homemade Pies and Quiches 

 Jacket Potatoes with quality fillings 

 Confectionery and Cake Counter 

 Hot and Cold drinks 

 Paninis 
 

Orders welcome – Ready for collection 
Buffet Catering for all occasions 

Pay Point Facilities 

Tel:- 0191 512 1690 

West Rainton Green Group 
Review of Clean-up Team’s Activities in 2016 

The Green Group’s Clean-up Team was in action on several occasions last year, 

playing its part to minimise the impact of litter on our local environment. We 

collected about 130 bags from public open space in the village and adjoining areas, 

together with a wide range of larger discarded items. 16 incidents of fly-tipping were 

also reported to the council. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who joined the team this year. It’s worth mentioning 

that the efforts of the Clean-up Team were once again supplemented by other 

residents of the village who picked litter on an individual basis as the need arose in 

places like Middle Rainton, Marks Lane and Pithouse Lane. 

You can be assured of a cordial welcome if you’d like to join one of our team events 

in 2017; these normally take place on a Saturday morning. Further details from 

Richard Hockin on 0191 584 3110. 
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Do you look after someone who may be unwell or 

disabled?  

If the answer is yes, you could be a Carer.  

You might be helping someone with their personal care or be 

offering them practical and emotional support or just ensuring 

that they are safe and coping.  

As a result you might feel isolated,  overwhelmed and under-

valued. We can offer specialist advice and information, practi-

cal help with completing forms, gaining benefits, grants and 

other funding. We can also help Carers who are in need of a 

break.  

Tel :   0300 005 121 23     Text : 07860 017 632 

Email: admin@dccarers.org 

www.dccarers.org 
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HAVE A HIGHLY EFFICIENT BOILER FITTED   

It saves you money in the long run !! 

All types of Bathrooms Fully Fitted 

Gas Safe Registered with 18 yrs. Experience 

Just give me a call ………….. 

Gary Taylor’s Plumbing & Heating Services 

0795 641 7488 

“Always pleased to Heat You!” 
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West Rainton Community Association  

(Jubilee Hall) 
 

The Wednesday “Wellbeing Club” members took part in a 

programme called “One Hundred Conversations”.  The project 

has now concluded and a report submitted to chief officers/

executives and senior clinical staff in the NHS & Local Authorities.   As a ‘thank you’ 

the Club has been awarded a generous cheque which will be used to expand 

activities at the Club. 

Thanks to New College, Bells Decorating Group, PPG Paints and major project co-

ordination by KIER construction, the main hall at the Jubilee Hall is looking brighter 

and lighter than it has for many a long year. See the last newsletter for more details. 

As this report is being written the second phase of work by a team of roofers from 

the North Tyneside KIER group and James Ingleford Scaffolding Ltd. has identified 

the causes and extent of the roof leakages  

After solving that, a team from Burgess CEP and Pennine Contracts will install a 

suspended ceiling, followed by new lighting. The Trustees greatly appreciate the role 

of the KIER Community Manager in bringing together so many who have gifted time, 

skills and materials in support of the Association and also to the College and 

commercial companies for your generosity. 

The good news keeps coming with a  new hot water boiler for which we are 

enormously grateful to the Trustees of the Sir James Knott Trust. 

We received a “Surviving Winter” grant from the County Durham Community 

Foundation which enabled us to distribute a food flask, an ultra-soft throw plus some 

packets of soup to 40 elderly and/or vulnerable people in the community.  As part of 

our “Surviving Winter” project a low cost 2 course lunch will be served towards the 

end of our Wellbeing Club session on Wednesdays at 1200 noon.   If you – or 

someone you know – can benefit or want to take part in this, please get a message 

to the Association through a Trustee, Member or via the Jubilee Hall postbox. This 

scheme will commence on 8th February through to 29th March.  

We have welcomed a Pilates Group to the Jubilee Hall which meets on Saturday 

mornings. 

A “Mature Exercise Class” will commence in February, being held 1100 – 1200 on 

Friday mornings.  This will be a fun group and all are welcome.   For more details 

please contact Janet on 0794 628 4835, 

New membership forms for 2017 are now available.   Please complete and return as 

soon as possible – and if you pay Income Tax, it would be most helpful if you would 

also sign a Gift Aid form. 



Page 14    Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com 

St Mary’s Churchyard Project 
 

At long last the path is done!! The final coating was completed just 

before Christmas, seats installed, trees planted and the 3 Heritage 

Panels. These contain text and images giving information about our 

history- “Community Life”, “Working Life” and “Village Growth & Schools”. Please 

have a look; you may discover things you didn’t know about the village! 

This project has been a long struggle to secure funding. There have been around 60 

meetings (as far back as July 2010!) and liaison with many groups and organisations 

– English Heritage, Diocese of Durham, Parish Council, AAP, DCC, County 

Councillors Hall & Kellett, the Village Partnership, West Rainton Primary School, 

West Rainton Youth Project, History Group, Groundwork N.E. & Cumbria. 

Planning permission was granted in October 2013 after the Parish 

Council provided the funding for this application. 

In July 2014 the War Memorial Trust awarded a grant of £1,635 

towards the renewal of coping stones to the curved walls of the 

memorial. Work was completed in time for the Remembrance 

Service to commemorate 100 years since WW1 by John Niles from 

Durham Stonemasonry. 

In October 2014 we received an offer from County Durham 

Community Foundation of £5,000 but this needed to be match funded. 

In January 2015 we were awarded up to £23,600 from the Heritage Lottery Fund and 

there were visits to the Record Office and Palace Green Library for heritage research. 

Children from the school and Youth Project had visits to the Record Office, Beamish 

Museum and Killhope Lead Mine. Memory sharing events took place at St Mary’s and 

at Arden House. The History Group have worked hard in providing information and 

old photographs. The result can be seen in the Interpretation 

Panels which provide a brief history of the village. 

We applied for a Capital Grant from DCC Community 

Investment Fund and in February 2016 were allocated 

£36,236.80 for the path and landscape work. We worked with 

Groundwork who helped to manage the project…. at last, a 

safe and accessible path for everyone to use! 

There is a small amount of money left in the budget so watch 

out for a bulb planting event in the autumn!  

Annabel Burns 
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Storehouse Pharmacy 

Rainton Gate 

Telephone 0191 584 7586 

Free Prescription Collection Service 

Delivery can be arranged 

Private Consultation Room 

Help and advice with all prescriptions 

and medicines 

Toiletries-Cosmetics-Perfumes-Gifts 

 

Hours of business 

Monday - Friday 

8.15am-12.30pm   

1.30pm-6pm 

Seashells Health and Beauty 

3 Co-op Buildings, Rainton Gate 

Opening hours: 

Monday– Closed all day 

Tuesday to Friday 10am to 10pm 

Saturday 9am to 5pm 

Established 10 years 

Hairdressing & Barber facilities 

Sunbeds 

Special packages & Beauty Parties 

0191 584 5227 
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Please support our advertisers! 

The advertisers in this magazine pay for its total 

production. 

Please support them and tell them that you saw their 

advertisement in the Village News. 

The Village News is edited and 

compiled by a team of volunteers 

from the Village Partnership. 

It is free of charge to every home in 

the Parish. 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Local businesses can reach every home in the Village! 

There are 3 different sizes available (see below for rates) 

Send your advertisement to the editor by email-  wrlvpeditor@gmail.com. as a .jpg or .pdf file 

and it will be printed as submitted. Bear in mind that printing is in monochrome. Your 

advertisement will be kept on file and printed automatically in each Newsletter unless you tell 

us otherwise. If your advertisement is not received in time, or goes out of date, it 

cannot, unfortunately, be printed in that edition. You will be invoiced after publication and 

payment is due within 14 days of the invoice. Newsletters are delivered in February, May, 

August and November. Copy deadline for the next edition is April 25th. 2017. We also offer a 

design service for your advertisement– email the above address for rates and further details. 

Advertisement Rates (Normal Monochrome Newsletter) 

Full page: £45   Half page: £25  Quarter page: £15 

 2017 Village Newsletter Publication Dates 

 Copy deadline Distribution 

Summer 25th April 2017 Early May 2017 

Autumn 25th July 2017 Early August 2017 

Winter 25th October 2017 Early November 2017 

Disclaimers: 

Readers are reminded that all contributions are written and submitted by the village 

groups themselves. The Village Partnership does not accept responsibility for views 

expressed except where the Partnership itself is credited.  

Inclusion of advertisements is a purely commercial relationship and not an 

endorsement by The Partnership. You should establish advertiser’s credentials 

yourself and seek references if appropriate as you would with any tradesperson. 

Contact Details: 
Parish Council:   westraintonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Community Association:  www.westraintonjubileehall.org.uk 

Village Partnership: wrlvpsec@gmail.com 
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West Rainton FC 

Our local Sunday League football team 
West Rainton FC are doing very well at 
the moment, they are currently 6 points 
clear at the top of the first division with 7 
games to go and hope to be promoted to 
the Premier Division next season. 
  

They are also 
through to the final 
of the Alan Smith cup 
competition  which is 
played at 
Soccerarena Main Football pitch 
(old new ferens park) . The final is 
to be played on the Friday 5th of 
may, kick off is at 7.30pm and they 
would like to invite everyone 
along to show their support for 

the local team. 

From back left  - Christopher Lane, John Bowes, John Paul Horn, Jamie Bowes, 
Scott Redmayne, Christopher Bellerin, Drew Hope, Matty Kane, Lee Walker, Craig 
Jackson, fiver, 

From bottom left - Luke Greenwood, Daniel Summerbell, Kieron Bowes, David 
Pritchard, Mark Wild, Chris Brown, Danial Chester.   

 


