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Bring a picnic, table and chairs to St Mary’s Churchyard
Cramington Carribean Crew Steel Band are returning by
popular demand!

Special appearance this year by Birds of Prey, Magician
and Circus Skills workshop!
Lots of music, games, fun and sunshine- see page 6

Sunday 3rd June 1pm
St Mary’s Churchyard
www.westrainton.info

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com

facebook.com/westraintonleamside
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Regular Events Diary
Monday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm
Youth Club Mixed Jubilee Hall 6.00 to 8pm

Tuesday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm **
Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm
Walk for Life (short guided walk ) Jubilee Hall 10am
Local History Group 7.30 - 8.30pm Jubilee Hall (1st & 3rd in month)
Local History Group 10 - 11am Jubilee Hall (2nd & 4th in month)

Wednesday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Chit-Chat Club 10.00 to 1.00pm Jubilee Hall (Or for lunch only at 12noon)
Pins and Needles Group in St Mary’s Church 10 to 11.30am
Stop Smoking Service- Storehouse Pharmacy- 9am to 12noon 0800 772 0565

Thursday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Breakfast Club at Arden House 9 to 11am
Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm **
Green Group Jubilee Hall 7.30 - 9pm 1st week of month
Junsui Shotokan Karate Club Jubilee Hall 6-7pm

Friday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
“Fit for Life” 11 to 12noon Jubilee Hall

Saturday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Pilates Jubilee hall 9.30 - 10.30am (Not when Art & Crafts Fayre is held)
Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm
Arts & Crafts Fayre Jubilee Hall 10 to 1pm, Last Saturday of month March to Nov

Sunday

Service at St Mary’s - normally 10.45am - see Church page for details
Cycle Club at Recreation Ground, Adventure Lane 10.30. Bike/Helmets available.
Long & Short routes

** These groups take place in term time

Village Show 2018: September 15th Jubilee Hall
Full list of classes - see page 19!
Keep up to date with the latest news and events:

www.facebook.com/westraintonleamside
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Durham Stonemasonry

Julie's Deli

Tel: 0191 3860917

Sandwich & Delicatessen Shop

or

Quality Fresh Sandwiches

Mob. 07883 084361
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restoration on old and new properties
Stone or brick

Specialist pointing
Heads, Cills, Quoins etc supplied and fitted
Bespoke Fireplaces

Salad Bar
Breakfast Menu
Homemade Pies and Quiches
Jacket Potatoes with quality fillings
Confectionery and Cake Counter
Hot and Cold drinks
Paninis

Orders welcome – Ready for collection
Buffet Catering for all occasions

Memorial Stones

Visit our web-site

Tel:- 0191 512 1690

www.durhamstonemasonry.co.uk
Ex-Cathedral Stonemasons

FUTURE EVENTS and DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The Big Lunch

Sunday 3rd June

The Churchyard

1pm

Afternoon Tea & Stalls

Sunday 20th May

St Mary’s Church

2.30

Annual Parish meeting

Wed 9 May

Jubilee Hall

7pm

The Village Show

Sat 15th Sept

Jubilee Hall

Next Newsletter Deadline

25 July 2018

wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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5pm

Village Partnership AGM 18th April 2018
CHAIR’S REPORT
The West Rainton and Leamside Partnership has survived
another year of events and operations, very successfully I may
add. It would be too time-consuming and ineffective to
describe the programmes of all the participating groups,
Brownies, Parish Council, Pins and Needles, Green Group,
Youth Group, Church, Community Association, Parents and
Toddlers, School and Local History Group, however, I do complement the organisers
of all these societies for providing such a vast range of community activities. During
the year there has been the loss of the Football Club but also the development of a
new Dementia Group.
I would like to concentrate on selective activities that are carried out by the
Partnership in particular.
Village News, FaceBook and Website Grateful thanks go to Mike Whitehouse for
organising, producing and editing this excellent village publication. Thanks to
Michael and Marion Brann for organising and assisting the deliveries of Village News
throughout the village and thanks to the many who deliver to every resident’s door,
four times a year. Also for creating , developing and completing the Village Website
and Facebook pages, etc. This has opened up a new dimension for showcasing our
village to the wider world
Art, Craft and Green Markets. Nine months of Markets have yielded many pleasant
occasions for mixing and mingling of sellers and buyers from near and far. With no
shortage of sellers but sometimes of buyers, thanks to the groups providing
refreshments. Thanks go to Marion and Michael Brann for their help over the year in
overseeing the advertising and collection of fees.
Beautiful Durham Awards. To all those who entered—groups and individuals—
many many thanks. While not winning the title of overall village winner there were
successes for the Church, Green Group and Finchale View Riding school as well as
individuals in the village.

Village Show. A hugely successful Village Show thanks to Kath Whitehouse —
Show Secretary, Treasurer, and overall organiser of everything, and to her team of
judges, supervisors, and assistants at this event. Long may it continue and I urge
you all through your various groups to encourage members and individuals to give
Kath your continued support. She retires as Treasurer now but continues to organise
the show.
Kathleen Tweddle, Partnership Chair
Note from Editor: Kathleen herself also hands over the reigns to a new Chair this
year. Kathleen has spent years helping and guiding village residents and groups and
is a one-woman hurricane of energy for our community: Thank You!
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Durham Area Youth is a new charity set up by local residents, David Hall, Jon Steer,
Vicki Wharton, Maureen Boettcher and Emily Burns to provide youth provision in
West Rainton and surrounding villages.
Our 3 Youth Workers, Rachael Roberts, Hayley Manning and Stephen Davison
opened the doors of Jubilee Hall at the beginning of April to all young people aged 8
-19. The provision has been utilised by 30+ young people in the first few weeks.
We also have active sessions in Pittington and Sherburn. As we are a charity we
rely on funding and donations to provide activities, local Parish Councils have kindly
donated and fully support our charity. Please like our Durham Area Youth page on
Facebook to keep up to date with what we are doing.
Rachael Roberts
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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The Jubilee Hall has had a very positive few months with
several well supported fundraising events.

The Games Evening was enjoyed by all who came, and
requests were made for regular games events. £164 was raised
for the upkeep of the Hall. The Chit-Chat Club Coffee Morning
and Silent Auction was well attended, and raised £384.
A recent bid to the Greggs Foundation was successful and will be used to establish a
weekly Breakfast Club, most likely to be held on Mondays. This will be a drop in
between 9-30 and 11am. When plans have been finalised the start date will be
published on the Jubilee Hall Facebook page, as well as on posters around the
village. Regular events supported by the County Durham Community Foundation
Grant are as follows:
Pilates, Saturday 9-30 to 10-30 cost £1
Fit for Life, Friday 11am to 12 cost £1
Chit-Chat Club, Wednesday 10am to 1. Lunches provided at low cost. All welcome
for lunch at 12 -00.
Janet Tayler, Secretary WL&LCA

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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Storehouse Pharmacy

Seashells Health and Beauty

Rainton Gate

3 Co-op Buildings, Rainton Gate

Telephone 0191 584 7586

Opening hours:

Free Prescription Collection Service

Monday– Closed all day

Delivery can be arranged

Tuesday to Friday 10am to 10pm

Private Consultation Room
Help and advice with all prescriptions
and medicines
Toiletries-Cosmetics-Perfumes-Gifts

Saturday 9am to 5pm

Established 10 years
Hairdressing & Barber facilities

Sunbeds
Hours of business
Monday - Friday
8.15am-12.30pm
1.30pm-6pm

Special packages & Beauty Parties
Special Offer throughout November!

0191 584 5227
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The closing date for this
year’s competition is 27th
June and judging is
11/12th July.
As a village we always do
well and this year we
would love to win the “Best
Village” award!
You can download an
entry form for your garden,
allotment, yard or
container and even enter
on-line at;

www.durham.gov.uk/
beautifuldurham

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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Appeal from the Village History Group
As we approach the Centenary of the end of WW1 Our research
on Our Village War Dead has hit a few brick walls.
We need your help! Can anyone help with the following names:
E Bell
McGill

S Johnson

J Brown

S Pearson

T W Forster
W C Clark

J T Bell

J

G Young

We have failed to identify these men and need your help to “REMEMBER THEM”

Thank You
ALSO- We are currently trying to amass information on the Public Houses in the
Village, shops, tradesmen and characters of the villages.
DO YOU REMEMBER NAMES OF PUBLICANS, SHOPKEEPERS ETC.
Write them down.... let us know......drop them into the Jubilee Hall post box or
contact us directly.
Please contact Gail Hudson , 0191 5126420 or email gail.hudson1@sky.com

Gary Taylor’s Plumbing & Heating Services
HAVE A HIGHLY EFFICIENT BOILER FITTED
It saves you money in the long run !!
All types of Bathrooms Fully Fitted
Gas Safe Registered with 18 yrs. Experience
Just give me a call …………..

0795 641 7488
“Always pleased to Heat You!”
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Village Show 2018: September 15th Jubilee Hall
Full list of classes - see page 19!
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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Annual Parish Meeting
The Parish Council is required by law to hold an Annual
Parish Meeting. This year on Wednesday 9 May 2018
in the Jubilee Hall at 7.00pm.
The Meeting is for all the local government electors living
within the parish boundary. It is held so that the Parish Council can explain
what it has done over the last year; to enable you to ask questions and have
your say. This years report will also include an update on progress made in
delivering the Parish Plan adopted by the Parish Council in June 2017.
Councillor Vacancy
Due to the recent resignation of Cllr Clifford there is now a casual councillor
vacancy. This can now be filled through a co-option process. Anyone
interested in becoming a parish councillor should register their interest with
the Parish Clerk, no later than noon Friday 11 May 2018. Following Cllr
Clifford’s resignation, Cllr Wallage was elected Chair and Cllr Haddick
elected as Vice Chair. Nominees for Chair and Vice Chair for the next
municipal year will be considered by the Parish Council at its Annual Meeting.
Benridge Bank Housing Development Approved
Despite a number of objections being raised by the Parish Council and
individual residents, a planning application to build 65 homes submitted by
Avant Homes was approved by Durham County Council’s (DCC) Planning
Committee on 13 March 2018.
The application was approved subject to the agreement of a Section 106
legal agreement regarding various financial contributions that the developer
must provide to help address adverse impacts of the development on the
local community. Whilst this funding is welcomed, some of it is not
guaranteed to be allocated for use within the Parish.
The Parish Council has challenged this and is working with our two County
Council councillors, and our MP, to ensure that available funding is prioritised
for our community.
Opencast - Field House Farm
Preparations are underway to start work on the extraction of coal on the
opencast site at Field House Farm. The area has now been fenced off and
work has been undertaken on Robin Lane to provide an entrance to the site.
Extraction of coal is expected to start soon, subject to confirmation of the
necessary planning conditions having been met. The Parish Council will keep
you informed as work progresses.
Future of the Jubilee Hall
As reported in the last edition of Village News, the Parish Council is seeking
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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confirmation and clarification about DCC’s expectations to the proposals
made by the Community Association in December 2017.

It is disappointing to report that at the time of writing, despite several requests
for definitive information, confirmation and clarification of DCC’s expectations
is still awaited.
Dates of next Parish Council Meetings
The Annual Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 17 May 2018 at
7.00pm, Arden House.
Future meetings are Thursday June 21 and 19 July - starting at 7.00 pm in
Arden House. All meetings are open to the public and attendance is
welcomed and encouraged. Agendas are published in advance on the Village
Notice Boards and our website.
More information about the Parish Council can be found online:
http://westrainton.parish.durham.gov.uk/
If you have any queries about the Parish Council, please contact Mark
Ramshaw, Parish Clerk - westraintonparishcouncil@yahoo.co,uk or tel.
07900 800 540.
Cllr Avril Wallage, Chair

A visit from an Olympic medallist
We were thrilled to be asked to host a visit from Olympic gymnast, Amy Tinkler at the
beginning of the half-term. The event, sponsored by NPower, was designed to show
the power of support in being a success in
whatever you do. Amy, originally from County
Durham, won her Olympic bronze in Rio in 2016
coming third in the floor routine. After answering the
children’s questions in assembly, Amy officially
opened our gymnastics club and stayed in school
all morning coaching and giving top tips for
success. The children were thrilled with her patient
coaching and individual feedback with many now
hoping to pursue competitive gymnastics themselves.
Unfortunately, Amy suffered ankle ligament damage in her final competition before
she was due to leave for the Commonwealth Games in Australia but we are sure
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there is much success ahead for this inspiring young lady. We are sure you’ve seen
the event on both ITV and BBC north east news as well as being featured in many
local papers. It’s not every day a medal-winning Olympian comes to school! We
wish Amy a speedy recovery and every success in her upcoming events.
Our amazing nursery just keeps on growing
Demand is so great for places at our ever-popular
nursery that we are making plans to extend provision
by doubling some sessions. If you are a parent of a 2
or 3 year old and are interested in either eligible two
year old, paid two year old, 3 year old entitlement or
30hrs FREE childcare please give us a call about how
we can help to get your child off to a flying start.
Super trips, visits and experiences this spring
Spring term has brought about a whole host of exciting trips
and experiences for the pupils of West Rainton Primary.
Enhancing leaning with real experiences, visitors or events is
something we know has a huge impact on learning and
something we feel passionately about providing.
Our annual residential trip has
taken place this term with 29
pupils visiting Robin Wood in Alston immediately after
The Beast from The East struck! It didn’t stop our
adventurous Y5/6s having a wonderful time.
Other experiences this term include Year 1’s visiting the
Beamish coal-mine and pit village, Year 4,5,6 taking
part in an orchestral performance at Durham Cathedral
and our KS2 dance squad performing at Durham’s primary dance festival.
WRPS- proud to be Dementia- Friendly
Working alongside the village steering group for dementia awareness, west Rainton
Primary School will be undertaking many
projects and training events in the
coming months to really kick-start our
actions.
Our whole staff, and many classes, will
be receiving training over the summer
and autumn terms and one of our first
planned events is a joint visit to Beamish Flag and empire weekend with Springfield
Lodge in May. We will be proud to wave our dementia-friends flag!
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com

A big ‘thank you’ ! See back page!

Page 17

Page 18

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com

Village Show 2018: September 15th Jubilee Hall
Listed below are the final classes for this year’s show. Entry forms and full
details will be in the next Village Newsletter. Now is your chance!

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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At the Partnership AGM on 18th April, the following
village groups were elected to membership of the
Partnership Management Committee. The people
listed are the nominated representatives of each
group;
Arthur Dornan

Chair

Alison McDonaugh

School

Janine Ellison

Secretary

Emily Burns

Dementia Group

Christopher Burns

Treasurer

Claire Scott

Brownies

Kathleen Tweddle

Playscheme

Kath Whitehouse

Village Show

Sue Vanden Bon

Green Group

Violet Gibson

Parent & Toddlers

Alison King

Pins & Needles

Annabel Burns

St Mary’s

Mike Whitehouse

Media Editor

RING OR TEXT

07377 289887
AIRPORT RUNS: £30 SINGLE JOURNEY, £50 RETURN
PET FRIENDLY
UNSOCIABLE HOURS WORK UNDERTAKEN
CONTRACTS
SHOPPING TRIPS
OAP DISCOUNTS

www.avenuetaxisdurham.co.uk
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Local businesses can reach every home in the Village!
There are 3 different sizes available (see below for rates)
Send your advertisement to the editor by email- wrlvpeditor@gmail.com. as a .jpg or .pdf
file and it will be printed as submitted. Bear in mind that printing is in monochrome. Your
advertisement will be kept on file and printed automatically in each Newsletter unless you
tell us otherwise. If your advertisement is not received in time, or goes out of date, it cannot,
unfortunately, be printed in that edition. You will be invoiced after publication and payment is
due within 14 days of the invoice. Newsletters are delivered in February, May, August and
November. Copy deadlines are below. We also offer a design service for your advertisement–
email the above address for rates and further details.

Advertisement Rates (Normal Monochrome Newsletter)
Full page: £45

Half page: £25

Quarter page: £15

2017/ 18 Village Newsletter Publication Dates
Copy deadline

Distribution

Autumn

25th July 2018

Early August 2018

Winter

25th October 2018

Early November 2018

Spring

25th January 2019

Early February 2019

Contact Details:
Parish Council:

westraintonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

Community Association: www.westraintonjubileehall.org.uk
Village Partnership:

wrlvpsec@gmail.com

Disclaimers:
Readers are reminded that all contributions are written and submitted by the village
groups themselves. The Village Partnership does not accept responsibility for views
expressed except where the Partnership itself is credited.
Inclusion of advertisements is a purely commercial relationship and not an
endorsement by The Partnership. You should establish advertiser’s credentials
yourself and seek references if appropriate as you would with any tradesperson.
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A ‘Thank You’ from our Village School….
The ‘Beast from The East’ hit every school and we were disappointed to have to
close for three days in February, although we did offer free childcare for parents who
desperately needed to get to work- this offer was taken up. On the Sunday before
our return however, we put out a plea to our community to help us clear steps, paths,
drives and playgrounds- we had an incredible turnout. It was heartwarming to see so
many adults and children come along with their shovels! It was particularly pleasing
to see a huge digger from White House Farm, Finchale who cleared our yard in
minutes! Thank you to all!
Alison McDonaugh, Headteacher
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