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Regular Events Diary
Monday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm
Youth Club Mixed Jubilee Hall 6.00 to 8pm

Tuesday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm **
Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm
Walk for Life (short guided walk ) Jubilee Hall 10am
Local History Group 7.30 - 8.30pm Jubilee Hall (1st & 3rd in month)
Local History Group 10 - 11am Jubilee Hall (2nd & 4th in month)

Wednesday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Chit-Chat Club 10.00 to 1.00pm Jubilee Hall (Or for lunch only at 12noon)
Pins and Needles Group in St Mary’s Church 10 to 11.30am
Stop Smoking Service- Storehouse Pharmacy- 9am to 12noon 0800 772 0565
‘Bums & Tums’ 6.30pm to 7.30pm (Starts 5th Sept 2018)
Book Club- Italian Farmhouse, last Wednesday each month, 6pm

Thursday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Breakfast Club at Arden House 9 to 11am

Mother & Toddler Group at Jubilee Hall 12.45pm to 2.45pm **
Green Group Jubilee Hall 7.30 - 9pm 1st week of month
Junsui Shotokan Karate Club Jubilee Hall 6-7pm
Friday

Clubercise 7.30pm to 8.30pm
Community Gym 9am to 12noon
“Fit for Life” 11 to 12noon Jubilee Hall

Saturday

Community Gym 9am to 12noon
Pilates Jubilee hall 9.30 - 10.30am (Not when Art & Crafts Fayre is held)
Social Evening at Arden House 7 to 8.30pm

Arts & Crafts Fayre Jubilee Hall 10 to 1pm, Last Saturday of month March to Nov
Sunday

Service at St Mary’s - normally 10.45am - see Church page for details
Cycle Club at Recreation Ground, Adventure Lane 10.30. Bike/Helmets available.
Long & Short routes

** These groups take place in term time

COVER PHOTO: Our wonderful cover image was taken by John Dawson and
won First Prize at the Village Show in September- thank you John!

Keep up to date with the latest news and events:

www.facebook.com/westraintonleamside
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Special 4 page pull-out section this edition….
In the centre of this magazine you will find a 4 page special by the village History
Group.
Our village has a huge number of groups working away quietly to provide facilities
and interest for everyone- and the Partnership has decided that it is about time that
they were given the opportunity to show you what they do!
So this edition features the work of the History Group and, especially, the devotion of
one member, Gail Hudson, to tracking down the stories of those who gave their lives
in the World Wars from this Parish.
Future pull-outs will feature a different group each time except for the Summer
edition which will always be the Village Show.
Coming next is the Green Group, followed by the Parish Council.
We hope that you will enjoy this new focus and please feedback to the editor!

FUTURE EVENTS and DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Parish Council Meeting

15th November

Arden House

7pm

Book Club

28th November

Italian Farmhouse

6pm

St Mary’s Christmas Fayre!

1st December

Jubilee Hall

2pm

UNITY Choir Xmas Concert

15th December

St Mary’s Church

6.30pm

Village carol Service

17th December

St Mary’s Church

6.30pm

PACT Police & residents
meeting

20th December

Outside ‘Big Chef’

6pm

Parish Council Meeting

20th December

Arden House

7pm

Carols around the Christmas
Tree

Sunday 23rd
December

Community Garden opp
Jubilee hall

7pm
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News from your Parish Council
Councillor Vacancy
Due to the resignation of Cllr Anne Fisher we have a vacancy on the
Parish Council. This can now be filled through a co-option process. Anyone
interested in becoming a parish councillor can get more information from the Parish
Clerk, Mark Ramshaw before 30th November 2018. (Contact details at end)
Potential Funding Opportunity – Grants and Donations
In line with the Parish Council’s Grant and Donations Policy, applications are now
invited for contributions towards funding for projects/ activities to take place in the
next financial year (1 April 2019 - 31 March 2020). Any group or organisation
wishing to apply for funding should contact the Parish Clerk for an application form or
download it from our website. A copy of our Grants and Donation Policy is also on
the website. The closing date for applications is 30th November 2018.
Carols around the Christmas Tree – Sunday 23rd December at 7.00 pm
The Parish Council would like to invite you to, “Carols around the Christmas Tree”, in
the Heritage Garden with Pittington Brass Band. The Jubilee Hall has been booked
to provide refreshments afterwards and will be available in case of bad weather. We
hope to see you there to sing your socks off again. Don’t forget your torch!

Opencast – Field House Farm
Coal extraction and transportation started in September. The Parish Council, and the
Village Partnership, both have representatives on the Community Liaison Committee.
The primary purpose of this committee is to provide a forum for the community to
hold the developer, Hargreaves, to account. If anyone has any concerns as work
progresses please contact the Parish Clerk.
Village Green
The Autumn 2017 edition of Village News included an item about Village Green and
the legal responsibilities of the Parish Council and individual residents to help protect
it. We would like to remind residents that a number of public grassed areas, primarily
along South Street/North Street, are registered as Village Green. Registration
governs what these areas can and cannot be used for. This year has seen further
examples of encroachment - causing some frustration in the community.
Please contact the Parish Clerk if you intend to carry out any work to your property
that could affect Village Green.
Cemetery
The Parish Council continues to work towards improving the appearance of the
cemetery in response to user feedback. A significant development will be the
demolition of the brick building in the cemetery grounds. Long disused, the building
has become an eyesore in recent years and the surrounding area overgrown.

www.westrainton.info
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Thanks to successful funding applications to Durham County Council, the building is
to be demolished and the area outside the cemetery wall will be landscaped to further
improve the overall appearance. A cemetery notice board for the benefit of users will
be also installed. Work is expected to be completed over the next few months.
Work continues to improve the on-going maintenance of the cemetery. A new burial
area has been opened up and arrangements made for the removal of some trees.
One aspect identified for improvement is the number of graves which are overgrown
and unkempt. An inspection carried out in August identified around 150 plots which
need attention. These are mainly, but not exclusively, located in older parts of the
cemetery. As well as making the cemetery look neglected this can, in some cases,
prevent our grounds maintenance contractor from carrying out their work.
Responsibility for maintaining graves rest with the burial plot owner. Owners are
asked to make every effort to keep graves in a neat and tidy condition. A further
review and condition report will be considered by the Parish Council early in the New
Year. Please contact Graeme Keedy, Project Officer on 0794 120 4118 if you have
any queries. (Please leave a message if no immediate reply).
PACT Meetings
We would like to remind you that Durham Police are still holding bi-monthly PACT
meetings. These meetings will be attended by a representative from our
neighborhood policing team and are specific to our parish area. All members of the
community are welcome. Meetings are at 6pm outside the Big Chef. The next
meeting is 20th December. More details and dates of future meetings can be found
on the Durham Police website
If anyone has any concerns about these plans could you please let us know by
contacting the Parish Clerk no later than 30th November.
Dates of next Parish Council meetings
See page 3. All meetings are open to the public and start at 7.00 pm in Arden House.
Agendas are published in advance on the Village Notice Boards and can also be
found on our website along with minutes and papers from previous meetings.
Cllr Avril Wallage, Chair
Parish Clerk Contact details:
Mark’s contact details are:
Parish Clerk, West Rainton Parish Council, 62 Trevelyan Place, Peterlee, SR8 2NL.
Tel: 0790 080 0540 email: westraintonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk.
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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West Rainton and Leamside Community Association
The Trustees would like to invite all Members of the
Association to the

Annual General Meeting
Monday 26th November 2018
7-30pm. Jubilee Hall
The Agenda will include
Annual report & Accounts for 2017
Appointment of Auditor

Programme & Developments
Election of Trustees &Office Bearers
Members Only Event

Unity's Christmas Concert
St.Mary's Church
Saturday 15th December, 6.30pm
Local community choir Unity returns to the village to
perform a mix of traditional & contemporary songs to
get you in festive spirit. All welcome to join us for
uplifting evening. Seasonal refreshments available.
Tickets £5 on the door
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Parish Plan Update – Plans to
Improve the Village Green Area
known as the “Rec”.
Durham County Council, in partnership with the Parish
Council, have outlined its plans to improve,” the Rec”, and the adjacent
grassed areas outside Cost Cutter and the Big Chef. These include more
grass seeding, planting of trees/shrubs/ hedges/bulbs etc and the removal of
the large stone rocks to create a much more pleasant community
environment in these central areas in the heart of the village.
The Parish Council welcomes these plans as it helps the delivery of agreed
actions, developed by the community in the Village Plan, to improve our
green spaces and reduce the excessive use of herbicide spraying around the
rocks which are scorched bald and look very unsightly.
If anyone has any concerns about these plans could you please let us know
by contacting the Parish Clerk no later than 30th November- see page 5.

Durham Stonemasonry

Julie's Deli

Tel: 0191 3860917

Sandwich & Delicatessen Shop

or

Quality Fresh Sandwiches

Mob. 07883 084361
Restoration on old and new properties
Stone or brick

Specialist pointing
Heads, Cills, Quoins etc supplied and fitted
Bespoke Fireplaces
Memorial Stones

Visit our web-site

www.durhamstonemasonry.co.uk

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Salad Bar
Breakfast Menu
Homemade Pies and Quiches
Jacket Potatoes with quality fillings
Confectionery and Cake Counter
Hot and Cold drinks
Paninis
Orders welcome – Ready for collection
Buffet Catering for all occasions

Tel:- 0191 512 1690

Ex-Cathedral Stonemasons
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Storehouse Pharmacy

Seashells Health and Beauty

Rainton Gate

3 Co-op Buildings, Rainton Gate

Telephone 0191 584 7586

Opening hours:

Free Prescription Collection Service

Monday– Closed all day

Delivery can be arranged

Tuesday to Friday 10am to 10pm

Private Consultation Room
Help and advice with all prescriptions
and medicines
Toiletries-Cosmetics-Perfumes-Gifts

Saturday 9am to 5pm

Established 10 years
Hairdressing & Barber facilities
Sunbeds

Hours of business

Special packages & Beauty Parties

Monday - Friday
8.15am-12.30pm
1.30pm-6pm

0191 584 5227
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Do you support the removal of the large rocks
around our green spaces? See page 8 !
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com

Page 11

Page 12

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com

West Rainton & Leamside
Local History Group Special
West Rainton & Leamside Local History Group was formed
in January 2003 by a group of people with the intention of
learning more about the villages of West Rainton, Rainton
Gate and Leamside.
We hope that this leaflet gives you a good idea of what we
do and maybe you might be encouraged to join in or share
your memories/ photos/ documents with us.
We are currently trying to put together a Digital Village
Archive and would love to digitally copy any photographs,
documents etc. concerning the villages.
We meet in The Jubilee Hall every other week on a Tuesday
at 7pm. Interested ? Come along! Contact Gail Hudson,
gail.hudson1@sky.com.
This November we remember those who sacrificed their lives in
the service of their country and we mark the 100th Anniversary of
the end to “The Great War”, 1914-18. The
History Group have over the last four
years attempted to trace the details of all
those men recorded on our war
memorial, is has at times proved difficult
not only due to the 100 years that have
passed but that there are numerous
spelling mistakes on the memorial itself. We have been successful

4 PAGE SPECIAL TO PULL OUT AND KEEP
See page 8
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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in finding some information on all but six, E Bell, J T Bell, J Brown,
W C Clark, S Pearson and G Young. We would still welcome any
information you can provide, together with a photograph of any of
the men recorded …… we have very few images.
Gail Hudson has spent many hours
researching through various documents
discovering details of their lives, their
service and their deaths and has made it a
personal challenge to try and visit each of
their graves or memorials where possible.
Visiting their graves/memorial has been a
wonderful experience and brings the
enormity of the loss home.

Gail Hudson visiting War Graves

Crosses have now been laid at most of them, with each man’s
details recorded and the phrase “Remembered with Pride and
Gratitude by your home Village of either West Rainton, Leamside or
Middle Rainton”, and the Remembrance Book signed with the
same.
The cemeteries range from small immaculately tended areas at
the side of a dirt track to vast spaces of over 10,000 graves.

Memorials such as Thiepval and The
Menin Gate with their huge columns
of names and regiments, for those
with no known grave, make you
realise the sheer numbers who
perished, fell and remain beneath the
farmland of Flanders.
The Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium

There are many personal stories
behind the men of our villages. Some have died in action, of
wounds, one shot at dawn and others under unusual
circumstances. Each one of deserves to be remembered. They all
Page 14
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stepped forward, they suffered and sacrificed everything.
One man, Stanley Guyll according to his medical records was:
“in charge of a hand cart carrying rations on the road from the dump to the
trenches 6th March 1916. He was marching behind the cart and suddenly fell
down. On being picked up and brought to the Chateau he was found to be
dead. There was no wound, nothing to suggest heart weakness or other
serious disease. He had not reported sick and on examination of the body it
was agreed there was no indication of disease and it was a case of “Status
Lymphaticus”
Medical Definition of status lymphaticus

: hyperplasia of the lymphatic tissue formerly believed to be a
cause of sudden death mainly in infancy and childhood but now
no longer recognized as a genuine pathological entity
— called also lymphatism
There is also the case of John William Myers. He is buried in the
churchyard with a Commonwealth War
Grave Commission headstone. He enlisted
on 28th February 1918 but did not make it any
further than Durham. He died the following
day in Durham Hospital from a ruptured
appendix, despite being operated upon. His
name is absent from the memorial, maybe
because he didn’t see active service.
Others have died from wounds many years after the cessation of
hostilities, resulting in their names also not appearing on the
memorial. Something we intend to redress.
Gallantry medals were awarded to some such as James Lackey
and Thomas Cummings, who received the Military Medal.
James Morrison was award the Distinguished Conduct Medal. His
Citation reads:
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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“For gallant conduct and resource near Ypres on the 25th April 1915, when
the parapet of the trench was blown in and all officers and Non
Commissioned Officers in the vicinity had been killed or wounded, in
organising the men near him with great coolness and continuing to fight until
ordered to withdraw.”
This Remembrance weekend why not come along to church and
see our exhibition on “The Great War” and our war dead. Read the
name and learn about the man, the son, the brother the husband
or the father of the people of these villages. Those such as John
Wilson of Middle Rainton.
They walked our streets and with the help of “There But Not
There”, A Nationwide Installation for the Fallen, come along to
church for the exhibition or the Remembrance Service and sit
amongst these men …. walk through the churchyard and
acknowledge the graves of the 14 men who lie here.
Help us to remember them.
This Remembrance week there will be plenty of opportunity to do
so, events and installations are planned in and around the village.
The Groups of the village are all working together. The School,
Youth Group, Brownies, Church, Pins and Needles, Parish Council,
The Village Partnership and History Group to mark this centenary.
“Tommy” will be out there, silently standing in honour of our men,
maybe one of your relatives.
https://www.therebutnotthere.org.uk
WW1 commemorations may dominate this year’s ceremonies
however we must also recognise and recall the 12 men from our
Parish who died in World War 2.
We would welcome any information on these men also.

LEST WE FORGET
If you enjoyed this special please tell the Editor- we will pass on your
comments!
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Letter from a resident:
Dear Editor,
We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all who keep our church going so that many
of you in the village can be married there, have your children baptized there and also
funerals for our friends and loved ones. But a really big ‘thank you’ to a really
dedicated group of people who do a lot of hard work to keep our Parish Church open
- they are;
Annabel & Chris Burns
Mike & Kath Whitehouse
Lynne & Herb Willis
Lynne & Kevon Edis
Vanessa & Julian Ward
Alison King”

Yours, Grateful Parishioners

West Rainton Book Club
The West Rainton Book Club really enjoyed discussing Middlesex by
Jeffrey Eugenides in August and The Likeness by Tana French in
September. We meet at the pub part of the Italian Farmhouse at 6pm on
the last Wednesday of the month- you are welcome to pop in !
Our next books are:
Wednesday 31st October: Three Things About Elsie by Joanna Cannon
Wednesday 28th November: Water for Elephants by Sarah Gruen
December: Christmas lunch instead of a meeting
30th January This is Going to Hurt by Adam Kaye

Please contact Philippa Gospel at westraintonbookclub@gmail.com or message her
on Facebook if you'd like to join. We look forward to seeing you there!

Please support our advertisers!
The advertisers, all local businesses, pay the entire costs of
printing this newsletter.
It is edited and distributed by volunteers for our community.
When you contact an advertiser please tell them that you saw
their advert in ‘The Village News’!

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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Gary Taylor’s Plumbing & Heating Services
HAVE A HIGHLY EFFICIENT BOILER FITTED
It saves you money in the long run !!
All types of Bathrooms Fully Fitted
Gas Safe Registered with 18 yrs. Experience
Just give me a call …………..

0795 641 7488
“Always pleased to Heat You!”
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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Carols around the Christmas Tree! Sunday 23rd December 7pm
Community Garden (Opposite Jubilee Hall) Bring a torch!

Beautiful Durham Awards
Another great night at the Beautiful Durham
awards.
The village got eleven awards including two
Bests, one for Finchale Riding school and one for
Annabel and Chris Burns- Best New Entrant.
Richard Hockin won a merit award for his
allotment.
The Partnership got a Merit for best containers
and also for Best Large Village.
All the plants in the Partnership containers were
donated by APM Plumbling- so a big ‘thank you’ !
Sherburn won the best large village.
Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com

Arthur Dornan
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Local businesses can reach every home in the Village!
There are 3 different sizes available (see below for rates)
Send your advertisement to the editor by email- wrlvpeditor@gmail.com. as a .jpg or .pdf
file and it will be printed as submitted. Bear in mind that printing is in monochrome. Your
advertisement will be kept on file and printed automatically in each Newsletter unless you
tell us otherwise. If your advertisement is not received in time, or goes out of date, it cannot,
unfortunately, be printed in that edition. You will be invoiced after publication and payment is
due within 14 days of the invoice. Newsletters are delivered in February, May, August and
November. Copy deadlines are below. We also offer a design service for your advertisement–
email the above address for rates and further details.

Advertisement Rates (Normal Monochrome Newsletter)
Full page: £45

Half page: £25

Quarter page: £15

2018/ 19 Village Newsletter Publication Dates
Spring
Summer

Copy deadline

Distribution

25th January 2019
25th April 2019

Early February 2019
Early May 2019

Contact Details:
Parish Council:

westraintonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

Community Association: www.westraintonjubileehall.org.uk
Village Partnership:

wrlvpsec@gmail.com

Cllr David Hall (pictured): 03000 268 716/ dhall@durham.gov.uk
Disclaimers:
Readers are reminded that all contributions are written and submitted by the village
groups themselves. The Village Partnership does not accept responsibility for views
expressed except where the Partnership itself is credited.
Inclusion of advertisements is a purely commercial relationship and not an
endorsement by The Partnership. You should establish advertiser’s credentials
yourself and seek references if appropriate as you would with any tradesperson.
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Letter from a resident:
“I am writing to ask all residents to be more aware of the needs of people who rely
on the use of pavements when moving around the village. These people include
users of mobility scooters, people relying on the use of a wheelchair and parents
with children in buggies.
At times it is impossible not to have to walk in the road to get around a vehicle which
has been inconsiderately parked, blocking most of the pavement. Vehicles are also
parked over the depressions (drop kerbs) put in the pavements by the council to
allow mobility scooters and wheelchairs to cross the road easily.

I would ask that all residents when parking on the edge of the pavement to leave
sufficient space for mobility scooters, wheelchairs and buggies to be able to pass
their vehicle on the pavement, and to ask any contractors and workmen to do the
same when parking outside their premises.
This village has a very good reputation for providing facilities and activities for all of
our residents, so let us all be more considerate and think about the consequences
and difficulties for some residents when we park our vehicles. “
Michael Brann

Email: wrlvpeditor@gmail.com
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The Village Show 2018: Report on page 11.
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